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Presidents Message
By Jeff Turi

Hope everyone is enjoying a nice summer.
The month of June was a busy one especially
those who went to the AAW Symposium in
Richmond. As you can see from this
newsletter, people are always willing to share
what they have learned. If you want to know
more, just grab someone and ask.

REMEMBER-our regularly scheduled August
meeting will be moved. Instead of Wednesday
the 6th we will be having a field trip on
Saturday the 9th. We'll be going into
Pennsylvania to see Hearne Lumber
(http://www.hearnehardwoods.com/xcart/hom
e.php) in Oxford Pa. and then travel to see
Kinloch Woodworking. This will be a chance
not only to view some terrific pieces of wood,
but also better understand the business side of
woodworking. More information will follow
about carpooling for those who are interested.

June 20th through June 22 was the AAW 2008
Richmond sysmposium. Several people were
able to attend and during the meeting they
shared there experiences.

Tom Wysocki

Tom talked about how JoHannes Michelsen
produced his signature wooden hats. He was
demonstrating in the trade show area. He
described the fact that he simply measured the
diameter of the person’s head and using large
calipers layed out the wood to fit. Tom also
described the sequence of shaping starting
with the outside then the inside and finally the
top. To complete the top he has a chuck with a
light inside to allow him to gauge the
thickness. He also uses a light to make to sides
of the hat as thin as possible.

Ross Kendall

I really enjoyed my first National meeting.
The demonstrations by the world class turners
that I saw, Avelino Samuels of the Virgin
Islands, and Richard Raffan from Australia
were each worth the day's cost. Also, I
discovered that the Trade show and Members'
Instant Gallery were open to the public, so
called a Dupont work friend who turns pens.
He and his wife attended on Sunday, and
enjoyed both the trade show (he spent $400!)
and the Instant Gallery.



Ron Wilson

The Symposium offers an amazing selection of
demonstrations, seminars,and panel
discussions; enough variety to satisfy any
woodturning interest. I chose six 'rotations'
related to project design and the definition of
what is turned wood art. These seminars were
given by such well known persons as Jaques
Vesery, Cindy Drozda, David Nittmann,
Albert LeCoff, and others.

I recieved some very good advice about
project design and surface enhancement: from
Vesery-form must stand on its own before
adding surface treatment; from Jan Peters-
finish the project inside, bottom, everywhere.

About what is turned wood art, I'm still un-
enlightened. Opinions from even the experts
were conflicting and unclear. The only
consistency seemed to be that interest in
'sculpted' work is increasing. My present view
is to seek knowledgable opinions and then
make what interests me; try new ideas and
incorporate only what fits for me.

Jeff Turi

Echo Lake Weekend:
Echo Lake is an annual collaborative weekend
held at the Bucks County Community
College. This year, there were about 40
turners, carvers, metal artists, glass blowers
and painters. The idea is to throw everybody
together into a creative mixture and see what
comes out!

The event kicks off on Wednesday night when
everyone brings in pieces to the Resource
Table. People brought partially finished
pieces, bare wood, auto parts, the inside of a
piano and anything to stir everyone's
creativity. Then the REAL hard work began
as everyone was in the shop from 8:00am to
10:00pm on Thursday and Friday and until
2:00pm on Saturday. It was very invigorating
to help people with their pieces; champion
your own ideas and see what wacky things

people were dreaming up. On Saturday night,
there is an auction of the different pieces so
you have to be done on time. In the end, the
auction raised a record $15,000 which will pay
for scholarships, traveling artists and the costs
for this event next year. Doing a collaborative
challenge is a blast so we'll figure out how to
do it within our club soon.

Tom Sloan

I focused on the technical presentations
looking for knowledge about had to handle
and turn wood.

Al Stirt and Richard Raffin were principally
talking about turning bowls and making them
as pleasing as possible. Al showed how to use
a jig he designed that allows the bowl to be
adjusted while on the lath so the grain is
balanced across the bowl.

Richard Raffin was particularly focused on
turning the shapes both inside and other with
emphasis on safety.

Bin Pho talked about turning thin walled
vessels and demonstrated using a light to allow
you to see how thin the wall was getting.
The other major technical point was the need
to all keep the remaining wood supported so it
can be safely turned. As a result, you are
removing wood across the vessel about a third
of the vessel at time. This is contrary to most
bowl turning techniques where wood is
removed from the top to the bottom and center
out.

Kirt Hertzog presented two demonstations on
pen making. His first was demonstrating was
to make your pens unique and to make the pen
valuable to the user. His second
demonstration included lots of tips on making
pens such as materials, using turned mandrels
instead of the commercial mandrels, making
all the components of the pen and finishing
suggestions.



Todd Hoyer talked about wood and its
characteristics. He pointed out the various
structures within the wood and then talked
about how they affect a turned piece as wood
dries or ages. Todd also talked about turning
crotches within the tree and showed how it
could be used to form some very unique
shapes.

Dale Larson presented the various techniques
which are used to dry bowls and how each has
it benefits and problems.

Member Masterpieces

Name Description Wood

Tom Sloan Wooden Bowl and Sphere Mulberry/Walnut
Keith Holt Mask Ambrosia Maple
Keith Holt Bowl Black Walnut
Steve Childers Plate w/ copper wire lacing Black Cherry
Jim Dandy Curly Bubinga Bowl Bubinga
Ron Wilson 2 Walnut plates
Ron Wilson Maple Burl Tea Set




