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Presidents Message
By Jeff Turi

Hope everyone is enjoying the summer! Even though it's hot outside, I am sure you are able to find
time to stay inside and turn some great new pieces. Over the next 3 months we have some
interesting demonstrators coming to the club to share their techniques and ideas. Hopefully, we all
can use these to positively impact our work and to try some new things as we enter the fall.

Over the past two years, Tom Sloan has been doing a great job with our revised newsletter. He made
it more readable, added lots of pictures and kicked it up a notch in overall quality. But like all good
things, this too must end. We are looking for a club member who would like to step up and write the
newsletter each month. It is not a huge commitment yet allows you to give something back. Please
email Tom or I if you are interested

Ron Wilson gave us a very detailed explaination of how he was able to create his beautiful Christmas
ornaments. For the body of his Christmas ornament, Ron decided to use a segmented approach by
cutting 6 equal pieces. He uses Holly or some other light colored wood. He talked about how he
found that he could not apply the dye after he had made the ornament without the dye bleeding
between segments. So he had to develop a techique for dying the wood before he turned it.



The use of dyes can be a tricky business. There are a number of variables to be addressed.
Obviously what color do you want to make your object? How intense do you want the color. Are you
applying the dye before or after turning? How deep does the color need to penetrate?

Ron decided to apply the dye before turning which meant the dye had to pentrate fairly deeply into
the wood. The technique Ron settled on was an alchol based dye. The dye was purchased at
Woodcraft and mixed with denatured alcohol. The alcohol is very flammable and needs to be
handled carefully.

Once the dye was mixed, he immursed the wood segments i the dye for up to two weeks. The time is
required to allow the dye time to penetrate deeply into the wood. Patience is neccessary to insure
there is sufficient penetration to leave color in the wood after the turning is complete.

Ron showed us a number of ways the colored segments can be used to make very attractive
ornaments and objects.

Jeff Turi demonstrated his use of ebonizing to create a rich dark charcoal color in wood. The
technique calls for the creation of a solution of iron rust desolved in vinegar. The mixture can be
easily made from any source of rusty iron. Most often oil free steel wool is used. The steel wool is
added to a small amount of vinegar and allowed to sit for a week or so to give the iron rust time to
dissolve in the vinegar.



Once the solution is ready, it is applied to the wood with a rag or sponge applicator so there is a even
coat all over the working area. After a few minutes the wood will begin to darken turning from gray
to black. This technique works best on wood that are high in tannin or tannic acid such as walnut,
oak, cherry, or mahogany. Some wood like maple may require some extra tannin to help bring the
color along. Sometimes presoaking the wood with regular tea or making a tea of bark powder will
help add extra tannin and enhance the effect of the vinegar solution.

Jeff brought some wood samples which he coated with vinegar solution and within a few minutes it
changed color to a grey to dark grey color. One advantage to the process is the grain of the wood will
remain visible and to its appeal.

Jeff passed around a sample piece that clearly showed how beautiful an ebonized piece can look.

In June we were very fortunate to have Dick Vitch who way visiting the area assisting New Jersey
wildlife in their research on shore birds helping to deploying net charges to capture the birds before
they can take flight. Dick has developed a technique for turning tubes.

Visiting Demonstrator


