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Using a Chainsaw to Cut Bowl 
Blanks for Turning 



Cut a section of log a little longer than the diameter   
(To allow for checking) 



Rip cut the log into the desired thickness for your blanks  

•  Use a saw buck to keep the  
 log from rolling 

•  Lay the log on it’s side and 
cut with the grain (rip cut) 
   (cutting into the endgrain  
      quickly dulls the chain) 



Typical log cutting strategy for wood turners 



Draw a circle on the slab and cut it out on the bandsaw 

Recommended blade: 
•  3/8" x 3 TPI 
•  Raker tooth 
•  Alternate tooth set 
•  0.032" band thickness 

 



For natural-edge blanks 
Use hardboard (or cardboard) disks as a guide 

Tip:  make up a selection of various size disks 



If the slab is too big for your bandsaw, lop off  
the corners with your chainsaw 
Tip:  Draw a circle on top first as a guide 



Cutting Crotch Blanks 

•  Secure the log 
•  Cut down the center-line 



Cut off the bottoms, if desired 

•  Draw a circle, cut it out 
on the bandsaw 

•  Side with feather grain 
should be the bottom of 
the bowl / platter 



 
 

Chainsaw Safety 



"If you place your hands on a chain saw, you must keep in 
mind that it is like grabbing a hand grenade without a pin in it. 
It is very likely to go off in your face.   
 
The chain saw is the most dangerous hand tool that can be 
purchased on the open market.  It requires no license and no 
training to own or operate it.  An overall average of 40,000 
injuries and deaths occur annually in the US.  That figure does 
not include out-patient visits to the doctor." 

- Carl Smith, a fifth generation logger 



Beware Kickback! 



1.  Always wear your protective gear, this includes: 

•     Hearing Protection 
•     Goggles 
•     Boots 
•     Hard hat 
•     Chaps 
•     Gloves 

2.  If you’re a beginner start simple. 
3.   Do not cut alone.  Always have someone nearby.  (But not too close!) 
4.   Always hold your running chainsaw with two hands. 
5.  Always have a good first aid kit nearby. 
6.   Never cut with the nose or tip of your chainsaw. 
7.  Never use a chainsaw to cut above your head. 
8.  Don’t use a chainsaw on a ladder. 
9.   Don’t rush. Relax. If you’re unsure what to do next, turn off your 

chainsaw and come up with a plan first. 

 
 

General Safety Rules 


